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Climate Diplomacy - foreign policy challenges 
in the context of climate change in the Pacific Islands region 

PROGRAMME (draft) 
Side event at the SIDS Conference in Apia (Samoa) 

September 3, 2014 (17:00-18:30), Faleata Sports Complex 

Welcome and Introduction 

17:00 – 17:10 

N. N. 

Senior Representative, German Government 

Prof. Elisabeth Holland 

Director, PACE-SD at the University of the South Pacific (USP) 

Key Notes 

17:10 – 17:20 
The Honourable Tony de Brum 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Marshall Islands (tbc) 

17:20 – 17:30 
The Honourable Enele Sosene Sopoaga 

Prime Minister of Tuvalu (tbc) 

17:30 – 17:40 
The Honourable Anote Tong  

President of Kiribati (tbc) 

Panel Discussion 

17:40 – 18:30 

The Honourable Tony de Brum, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands (tbc) 

The Honourable Enele Sosene Sopoaga, Prime Minister of Tuvalu (tbc) 

The Honourable Anote Tong, President of Kiribati (tbc) 

Dr. Hoesung Lee, Vice-chair of the IPCC 

Dr. Netatua Pelesikoti, Director - climate change, Secretariat of the Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 

Moderator: Alexander Carius, Director, adelphi 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This side event is co-sponsored by:  
 

 

 

 
 

MAJURO DECLARATION
 

1. Climate change has arrived.  

and well-being of the peoples of the Pacific

entire world. 

 

2. There is an overwhelming scientific consensus that 

emissions continue to cause 

century, the alarming acidification of our oceans, 

rise, and the striking incidence of 

the world.  

 

3. On 9 May 2013, atmospheric concen

the summit of Mauna Loa in Hawai’i exceeded 400 parts per million for the first time 

since measurements began.  In crossing this historic threshold, the world entered a new 

danger zone.  Unless we quickly change cou

projected to rise by 4°C or more

resulting in unprecedented human and environmental 

 

4. We, the Leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum,

action at all levels to reduce 

and to respond urgently and 

climate change to ensure the survival and viability of all Pacific small island developing 

States, in particular low-lying atoll 

worldwide. 

 

5. At the same time, we recognize that the necessary energy revolution and 

economic transformation to low

to enhance our security, protect and ensure the sustainability of our natural resources 

and environment, and to improve our people’s health.  

 

Our Responsibility to Act 
 

6. We confirm the responsibility 

greenhouse gas pollution in order to avert 

generations.   

 

7. The responsibility of all to act falls to every government, every company, every 

organization and every person with the capacity to do so, both individually and 

collectively.   

 
Our Commitment to be Climate Leaders
 

8. We commit to be Climate

 

MAJURO DECLARATION FOR CLIMATE LEADERSHIP

limate change has arrived.  It is the greatest threat to the livelihoods, security 

being of the peoples of the Pacific and one of the greatest challenges for 

There is an overwhelming scientific consensus that escalating greenhouse gas 

 the sharp rise in average global temperatures over the past 

century, the alarming acidification of our oceans, the rapid loss of polar sea ice

rise, and the striking incidence of more frequent and extreme weather events all over 

2013, atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide measured near 

the summit of Mauna Loa in Hawai’i exceeded 400 parts per million for the first time 

since measurements began.  In crossing this historic threshold, the world entered a new 

quickly change course, global average temperatures 

or more above pre-industrial levels by the end of the Century, 

unprecedented human and environmental impacts.   

, the Leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum, underline the need for urgent 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions commensurate with the science

urgently and sufficiently to the social, economic and security impacts 

the survival and viability of all Pacific small island developing 

lying atoll States, and other vulnerable countries and regions 

At the same time, we recognize that the necessary energy revolution and 

sformation to low-carbon development is an unprecedented opportunity 

to enhance our security, protect and ensure the sustainability of our natural resources 

and environment, and to improve our people’s health.   

esponsibility of all to act to urgently reduce and phase down 

in order to avert a climate crisis for present and future 

The responsibility of all to act falls to every government, every company, every 

organization and every person with the capacity to do so, both individually and 

be Climate Leaders 

We commit to be Climate Leaders. 

 

IP 

livelihoods, security 

one of the greatest challenges for the 

escalating greenhouse gas 

temperatures over the past 

rapid loss of polar sea ice, sea-level 

extreme weather events all over 

trations of carbon dioxide measured near 

the summit of Mauna Loa in Hawai’i exceeded 400 parts per million for the first time 

since measurements began.  In crossing this historic threshold, the world entered a new 

global average temperatures are 

by the end of the Century, 

the need for urgent 

emissions commensurate with the science 

social, economic and security impacts of 

the survival and viability of all Pacific small island developing 

countries and regions 

At the same time, we recognize that the necessary energy revolution and 

carbon development is an unprecedented opportunity 

to enhance our security, protect and ensure the sustainability of our natural resources 

phase down 

climate crisis for present and future 

The responsibility of all to act falls to every government, every company, every 

organization and every person with the capacity to do so, both individually and 
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THE PACIFIC METEOROLOGICAL DESK PARTNERSHIP 

A regional coordinated response to meeting weather and climate services development in the Pacific Islands region. 

 

Background 

By the endorsement from the 21st SPREP Meeting, Madang, PNG, 2011, for the Secretariat to form a Pacific Desk based on 

the recommended next steps from the Review of Regional Meteorological Services, a new Pacific Island regional 

mechanism urgently needed to develop capacity and advance the sustainability of weather and climate services in Pacific 

Islands has been designed. We propose the establishment of a Pacific Meteorological Desk Partnership.  

Design and arrangements 

The Pacific Meteorological Desk Partnership will serve 

as the regional weather and climate services 

coordination mechanism managed by the SPREP 

Secretariat to deliver a regionally coordinated effort to 

service SPREP Members needs in the area of 

weather and climate services. The Pacific 

Meteorological Desk Partnership will be comprised of 

two core components;  

i. a Secretariat based component - an 

arrangement of Secretariat resources 

(staffing) and dedicated Pacific 

Meteorological Desk Partnership resources . 

ii. a   Partners’   Consortium   component   - the 

arrangement of technical partner agencies 

to the Pacific Meteorological Desk 

Partnership and includes the organization of 

their related activities and outputs (note that 

donor partners are included elsewhere in a governance role rather than in this arrangement). 

 

Goal and Objectives 

The goal of the Pacific Meteorological Desk Partnership is to improve regional coordination and advancing and sustaining 
the delivery of weather, climate and related services for the protection of life and property of Pacific island communities. 

Other core objectives are: 

 coordination of PICT national and regional priority needs with regard to weather and climate services development 

 joint planning and design of technical projects and programmes for delivery by technical agencies to build on 

complementation and replication of efforts, and minimizing inefficient resource use 

 governance relationship through Pacific Meteorological Council and implementation guidance through use of 

Pacific Strategic Action Plan for Meteorology 2012 – 2015.  

Operational Overview 

The Pacific Meteorological Desk Partnership is made up of two core components as described below. Both components play 

specific roles and interact closely together to provide combined efforts and outputs as a single Desk function.  



Climate	  adapta'on	  plans	  in	  100	  
villages	  in	  15	  countries	  throughout	  

the	  Pacific	  Island	  countries	  	  

Department	  of	  
Foreign	  Affairs	  and	  
Trade	  
	  
	  



Ø  80 out 114 
Communities 
choose 
Water  Security  
 



Drought	  Ailuk	  Atoll,	  	  
Republic	  of	  the	  Marshall	  Islands	  



	  Sea	  Level	  Rise	  

IPCC	  AR5	  WG	  1,	  The	  Physical	  Science	  Basis,	  	  Summary	  for	  Policy	  Makers	  ,	  
	  hPp://www.climatechange2013.org	  

Final Draft (7 June 2013) Technical Summary IPCC WGI Fifth Assessment Report 

Do Not Cite, Quote or Distribute TS-87 Total pages: 127 

 

 
 
TFE.2, Figure 2: Compilation of paleo sea level data (purple), tide gauge data (blue, red and green), altimeter data 
(light blue), and central estimates and likely ranges for projections of global-mean sea level rise from the combination 
of CMIP5 and process-based models for RCP2.6 (blue) and RCP8.5 (red) scenarios, all relative to pre-industrial values. 
{Figures 13.3, 13.11, 13.27} 
 

Total	  Sea	  level	  rise	  to	  date	  globally	  
since	  1850:	  	  
	  	  	  	  20	  cm	  

	  
Total	  Sea	  Level	  rise	  to	  come	  	  
by	  2100:	  50-‐120	  cm	  

by	  2300:	  as	  much	  as	  300	  cm	  
(3m)	  if	  atmospheric	  carbon	  
dioxide	  exceeds	  	  500	  ppm,	  now	  

400	  ppm	  
	  
	  	  	  

Since	  Rio/UNFCCC	  in	  1992	  Global	  
sea	  level	  has	  risen:	  

5.5	  cm	  
 
	  



Tuvalu	  

King	  Tide	  in	  Fanufu',	  capital	  of	  Tuvalu.	  	  At	  1	  m	  of	  sea	  level	  rise,	  more	  than	  90%	  of	  
Tuvalu	  will	  be	  under	  water	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Majuro,	  
Republic	  of	  the	  
Marshall	  Islands	  

3	  inunda'ons	  in	  the	  capital	  of	  Majuro	  in	  18	  months	  



From	  Doug	  Ramsey	  and	  ScoP	  Stephens,	  NIWA	  



From	  Doug	  Ramsey	  
and	  ScoP	  Stephens,	  
NIWA	  

Coastal Inundation Oneroa Village Mangaia 
Village, Cook Islands 



From	  Doug	  Ramsey	  and	  ScoP	  Stephens,	  NIWA	  

Coastal Inundation Oneroa Village 
Mangaia Village, Cook Islands 
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Tropical	  Cyclone/Typhoon	  Preparedness	  

2012-‐2014:	  Tropical	  Cyclone	  Evan:	  Samoa	  and	  Fiji,	  Tropical	  Cyclone	  Ian:	  Tonga;	  
Tropical	  Cyclone	  Eta:	  Honiara,	  Solomon	  Islands;	  Typhoons	  Hagupit/Ruby,	  
Haiyan/Yolanda,	  	  Bopha/Pablo	  



Water	  Security	  
Coastal	  Protec'on	  and	  Food	  Security	  	  



Our	  canoe	  has	  two	  
hulls:	  

Cultural	  Wisdom	  
and	  Scien'fic	  

Wisdom	  
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Vinaka Vakalevu,  
http://pace.usp.ac.fj 


