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A brief introduction 

A bloke with poor taste in T-shirts 

•  Geographer (who can count) 

•  PhD Climate Change and the Recovery 
of Acidified Catchments (1991) 

•  10 different jobs in last 25 years 

•  Professor of Hydroclimatic Modelling at 
Loughborough University, UK (2008-) 

•  Pragmatic about use of climate science 
to achieve positive outcomes for human 
development and freshwater 
environments 

•  Concerned about potential harms linked 
to climate services 
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Learning from others 
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Building blocks of an ethical framework 
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Six key elements 
Motivations 

Reference points 

Shared language 

Core values 

Principles* of product 

Principles* of practice 

 
* Note principles not rules 



Motivations:  
Minimize risk and maximise human security 

Relationship between daily 
accumulated cholera cases 
(grey line) and rainfall (black 
line) for Dakar.  
 
Source: de Magny (2012). 
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Reference points 
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Shared language 
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Core values 
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Four elements 
Integrity 

Transparency 

Humility 

Collaborative 

≠ 



Principles of product 
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Climate service 
products should… 
…be credible and 
defensible 

…include detailed 
descriptions of 
uncertainty 

…be fit for purpose 

…be documented 
Source: EBRD (2011) 



Principles of practice 
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Climate service providers should… 
…communicate value judgements 

…communicate principles of practice 

…engage with their community of practice 

…engage in the co-exploration of knowledge 

…eschew climate as a singular threat 

…provide metrics of the value of their products 

…communicate appropriately 

…implement mechanisms for monitoring and evaluation of procedures and products 

…articulate process for refreshing and revising information 

…declare any conflicts of interest and/or vested interests 

…share the responsibility of climate information outcomes 



Closing remarks 
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Principles not rules 
Sanity check by climate service users 
Consultation and refinement 


